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EXAMINER'S RESPONSE 

1. In response to the application filed 10-16-03, the 
application has been examined. The examiner has considered the 
presentation of claims in view of the disclosure and the present 
state of the prior art. And it is the examiner's opinion that 
the claims are unpatentable for the reasons set forth in this 
Office action: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 & 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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4- Claim 1, 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Fujiwara (US 5757279) in view of Sudo 
(US 599827 or 5856827) • 

Referring to claim 1, Fujiwara discloses the radio pager 10 
comprising a display 20 for displaying a number of receiving 
information (Fig. 1) . Fujiwara further disclose the pager 
comprising selecting means allowing a user of pager to select, 
by scrolling switches 21 and 22, either viewing of the 
information sequentially from an oldest one to a newest one or 
viewing the information sequentially from the newest one to the 
oldest one (col.l, line 66 - col. 2, line 6 and col. 6, line 54 
- col .8, line 4). However, Fujiwara fails to disclose the 
switching of the scrolling direction responsive to rotation of a 
jog dial. 

Sudo 5999827 discloses a wireless portable communication 
device having scrolling switch as a jog dial 4 (scrolling knob) 
for easily viewing the received information sequentially in 
ascending or descending order by rotation of the dial. Note 
up/down rotation of dial in fig. 2. Element 36J in fig. 7 is 
labeled a jog dial. Fig. 17 shows moving up or down in a list 
in response to up or down movement of the dial. 

Sudo 5856827 discloses a device with a jog dial very 
similar to the patent in the previous paragraph. Figs. 12A-12G 
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show scrolling down from top to bottom of a list of items one 
item at a time in response to downward rotation of the dial. 
Figs- 14A-14G show that upward rotation of the dial initially 
jumps to the bottom of the list (fig. 14B) and then scrolls up 
one item at a time to the top of the list. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have changed direction 
of the display of received information responsive to rotating a 
jog dial in the pager of Fujiwara as evidenced by Sudo (5856827 
or 5999827) because Fujiwara suggests the radio pager having 
means allowing user of pager to select, by scrolling switches, 
viewing of the information sequentially either from the newest 
to the oldest one or from the oldest to the newest one and Sudo 
teaches such the scrolling switch being a jog dial for easily 
viewing the received information sequentially in ascending or 
descending order. 

Referring to claim 4, Fujiwara discloses the radio pager 
wherein the selecting means comprising receiving means 12 (radio 
wave receiving portion) for receiving radio wave, control means 
17 (CPU) causing received information to display. in ascending 
order or descending order, storing means 18 (storing portion) , 
alerting means 33 (alerting portion) when received address 
number (identification code data) is identical with 
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identification code data stored in storage means (col. 5, line 
52-59) , operation control means 21 (scrolling direction 
selection switch) and 22 (scrolling switch) for causing the 
receiving information stored in storing means and to be read out 
in the ascending order or the descending order (Fig. 1) . 

Referring to claim 5, Fujiwara discloses the control having 
function for allowing user to search for any desired received 
information (first coming message or recently coming message) by 
turning the switch (col. 5, line 64 - col. 6, line 5) . 

Referring to claim 6, Fujiwara discloses the operation 
control means comprising an identifying section 22 (scrolling 
switch) for identifying the direction of rotation and a switch 
section 21 (scrolling direction selection switch) for setting 
either one of ascending order and descending order (col. 5, line 
64 - col. 6, line 5) . However, Fujiwara does not explicitly 
disclose the operation means having an adding section and 
subtracting section for adding or subtracting pulse output from 
switching section and feeding a resulting pulse addition or 
subtraction signal. Sudo 5999827 discloses the operation means 
36 J having means 36J21 and 36J22 (Fig. 15A and B) for adding 
(right-shifting) or subtracting (left-shifting) pulse output 
from switching section and feeding a result pulse addition or 
subtraction signal to the control means (Fig. 16A and B) for 
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displaying the received information in ascending or descending 
order, Sudo 5856827 has similar means/signals in figs. 4A-5B- 

Furthermore, the claimed invention would perform equally 
well with the associated function as in the prior art. Both the 
adding or subtracting pulse output from the switching of the 
claim and right- shifting or left- shifting the outer 
circumference of the prior art accomplish the same result, viz., 
selecting option of scrolling to display the messages in 
ascending or descending order. The adding or subtracting pulse 
output form the switching appears to offer no advantage over the 
prior art's shifting the outer circumference pulse output. It 
makes not difference which arrangement is employed. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made of including adding 
and subtracting section for controlling of displaying receiving 
information in ascending or descending order in the device of 
Fujiwara as evidenced by Sudo because Fujiwara suggest the 
control means having scrolling direction selection switch and 
scrolling switch, and Sudo further teaches the scrolling 
direction selection switch having right -shifting or left- 
shifting the outer circumference for adding or subtracting pulse 
output from switching section and feeding a result pulse 
addition or subtraction signal to the control means for 
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displaying the received information in ascending or descending 
order. Furthermore, the claimed invention would perform equally 
well with the associated function as in the prior art. Both the 
adding or subtracting pulse output from the switching of the 
claim and right -shifting or left -shifting the outer 
circumference of the prior art accomplish the same result, viz., 
selecting option of scrolling to display the messages in 
ascending or descending order. The adding or subtracting pulse 
output form the switching appears to offer no advantage over the 
prior art's shifting the outer circumference pulse output. It 
makes not difference which arrangement is employed. 

Referring to claim 8, Fujiwara fails to disclose the rotary 
switch including operating portion protruding form a side of 
radio pager. Sudo 5999827 shows the scrolling switch including 
operating portion 4 (scroll knob) protruding form a side of 
communication terminal, as an alternative to pager, for purpose 
of easiness of scrolling up and down. Sudo 5856827 labels this 
element 6J in figs. 1-3. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made of having a operation 
portion protruding form a side of radio pager in the device of 
Fujiwara as evidenced by Sudo because Fujiwara suggest the radio 
pager having scrolling switch for scrolling up and down and Sudo 
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teaches the scrolling switch having operation portion protruding 
form a side of communication terminal, as an alternative to 
pager, for purpose of easiness of scrolling up and down. 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U-S,C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fujiwara in view of Sudo (US 599827 or 
5856827) as applied above and further view of Hidaka (US 
5966113). 

Fujiwara does not disclose the radio pager further 
comprising setting means for rearranging the received 
information on the basis of an information number, a 
confirmation flag, and a content to thereby allow the user to 
search for any desired information by turning rotate switch. 
Hidaka discloses the pager having selecting means (item code) 
for rearranging the received information on the basic of 
information number (priority number) , confirmation flag (data 
distinction flag) , and a content (name, address, or others) 
(Fig. 14 and col. 9, line 40 - col. 10, line 6) for enhancing on 
searching information based on different categories. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made of having a setting means 
for rearrange the received information on the basic of an 
information number, a confirmation flag, and a content in the 
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device of Fujiwara as evidenced by Hidaka because Fujiwara 
suggests the radio pager having means for selecting ascending 
order display or descending order display and Hidaka further 
teaches radio pager having setting means for rearranging the 
received information on the basic of information number, 
confirmation flag, and content of message for enhancing on 
searching information based on different categories • 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fujiwara in view of Sudo (US 599827 or 
5856827) and Hidaka as applied above and further in view of 
Shima (US 5652571) . 

Fujiwara does not explicitly disclose a setting means 
replacing the kth oldest confirmed message by the mth received 
message to the kth position when the storage area being full 
(m=n+l) . Shima in the same field of endeavor disclose the 
system wherein the kth oldest confirmed message replaced by the 
mth received message at the kth confirmed position (step S13) 
when the storage area being full m = n+1 (step S4 and step S9) 
and store the mth message at mth position when the storage area 
is not full (step S8) for the purpose of increasing capability 
and efficiency of storing message when the storage area being 
full. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to replace the oldest 
confirmed message by the received message at the oldest 
confirmed message position when the storage area being full in 
the device of Fujiwara as evidenced by Shima because Fujiwara 
suggests the pager having storage mean for storing multiple 
messages; and Shima in the same field of the endeavor teaches to 
replace the oldest confirmed message by the received message at 
the oldest confirmed message position when the storage area 
being full and stored at the vacant area when the storage area 
is not full for the purpose of increasing capability and 
efficiency of storing message when the storage area being full. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C- 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fujiwara in view of Sudo (US 599827 or 
5856827) and Hidaka as applied above and further in view of and 
Yamaguti (US 6100813) • 

Fujiwara fails discloses content of the received 
information. Hidaka disclose the received information including 
personal information including telephone number personal and 
personal message (meeting place, comment) (Fig. 15) and shared 
information including news (stock price) . Also Yamaguti further 
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discloses the received information including weather forecast 
(Fig. 2B) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include personal 
information and shared information in received message in the 
device of Fujiwara as evidenced by Hidaka and Yamaguti because 
Fujiwara suggests the radio pager having capability displaying 
multiple received information, Hidaka teaches received 
information including personal information including phone 
number and personal message and shared information as news, and 
Yamaguti further teaches shared information including weather 
forecast . 

Conclusion 

8 • The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Kunihiro (US 
6021336) and Yanagida (US 6064877) disclose pagers with a rotary 
switch. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system- Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact an Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) representatives at 703-305-3028 or toll 
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free at 866-217-9197 between the hours of 6 a.m. and midnight 
Monday through Friday EST, or by e-mail at ebc@uspto.gov. The 
Patent EBC is a complete customer service center that supports 
all Patent e-business products and service applications. 
Additional information is available on the Patent EBC Web site 
at ht tp : / / www . usp t o . gov/ebc/ index . html . 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the 
Technology Center 2600 receptionist at (571) 272-2600. 

Facsimile submissions may be sent via central fax number 
571-273-8300 to customer service for entry by technical support 
staff. Questions related to the operation of the facsimile 
system should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 
(866) 217-9197. On July 15, 2005, the Central FAX Number will 
change to. 

CENTRALIZED DELIVERY POLICY: For patent related 
correspondence, hand carry deliveries must be made to the 
Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph Building, 
401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314) , and facsimile 
transmissions must be sent to the Central FAX number, unless an 
exception applies. For example, if the examiner has rejected 
claims in a regular U.S. patent application, and the reply to 
the examiner's Office action is desired to be transmitted by 
facsimile rather than mailed, the reply must be sent to the 
Central FAX Number. Inquiries concerning only hours and 
location of the Customer Window may be directed to OIPE Customer 
Service at (703) 308-1202. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Edwin C. 
Holloway, III whose telephone number is (571) 272-3058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-5:00) . If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 
(571) 272-3068. 
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